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 Now why do we have such a delightful day on Thanksgiving, 
experiencing the simple pleasures of life with good friends and family - 
only then to rush into the holiday frenzy?  How do our hearts forget so 
quickly last year's vows "to do Christmas next year differently"? Already, I 
am preoccupied with how to simplify my Christmas shopping so I am not 
consumed with the consumerism.  I am much more concerned with what 
to fill the stockings than the Baby filling the manger. Yuck! I think my own 
shallow heart has just been indicted.  
 

You know the old adage, "It is more blessed to give than to 
receive"? Well, I believe that is NOT truth especially when it comes to 
Christmas. Because God sent His only Son, Jesus, to incarnate into our 
world and make payment for our sins on the cross  ͑the only way to 
celebrate Christmas is by receiving this amazing GIFT.  Ǘɺɰ̲ ǟ́ɰ ɾɭʀɴɱɾ ɰɻ 
anything than be empty-handed on His birthday. My flesh fights 
celebrating as the recipient. But that is exactly what I (and you too) are 
invited and required to do! I cannot even understand Christmas unless I sit 
in my need to receive ʀɴɱ ɳɵɲʀ ɻɲ ǝɻɰ́ɿ ɻʃɺ ǩɻɺ̵  ǥɴ - how I would rather 
be the giver, producing my own record, my own righteousness, my own 
salvation on a daily basis than have to be the beneficiary of such things.  
But that is the foundation of the gospel message. This Good News is only 
for the unqualified!  If I am not the needy one - then I miss Jesus, and I 
miss the real meaning of Christmas. I miss the truth that because of the 
Incarnation I can be known, forgiven, and wanted. He wants me!  When 
was the last time you pondered that Jesus wants you?  
 

Ǟɻʃ ̀ɮɻʁʀ ʀɴɵɿ ɺɱʃ ɭɰɭɳɱ̲ Κǟʀ ɵɿ ɹɻɾɱ ɮɸɱɿɿɱɰ ʀɻ ɳɵʂɱ after you 
have received!"  Spend some time embracing your own need for the gifts 
of God's grace as the lost one that you really are. He wants the needy, 
messy, broken!  In fact, that is exactly who Jesus came for!  He wants you 
and me. So, if we are not in that category - we are going to miss Jesus this 
Christmas, and every other day that we somehow think we have graduated 
from that group.  
 

No doubt - there is nothing I can do to bring more glory to God 
than to embrace the message from the manger.  And, not just at Christmas 
- but everyday of the year!  As I sit in that truth and receive His grace and 
mercy and love freshly on a daily basis - I will have lots of grace and mercy 
and love to give away to those around me.  I am beginning to realize that 
these gifts would make the best stocking stuffers of all. J  
 

         with love from all the cherries,  Reina              

 

òFor the Son of Man came  
to seek and to save the people  
that are lost.ó    Luke 19:7 
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What a great night the CH dinner was for all of us on the board and staff 
of this ministry.  T͂hank ǯɻʁ̓ ʀɻ ʀɴɻɿɱ ɻɲ ʅɻu that could attend, prayed 
for us, sponsored and/or filled tables, and for the continued financial 
support you so generously give.  We were greatly encouraged by getting 
to share the evening with all of you!  

We have all been touched in many ways by how God works in this 
ministry.  Last year when I had concerns about the lack of funds in our 
accounts, the response I received was one with tears from the staff, 
adamantly saying that whatever is in that account will be shared by our 
employees and if there is a person in need, we will share with them as 
well.  That day I think some of the chains that keep my heart bound to 
the idol of financial security began to crack and I started to get a glimpse 
ɻɲ ʀɴɱ ɾɱɭɸ ͂ǘɾɱɭɰ ǣɭɷɱɾ̓ ɭɿ ʃɱ ɭɲɲɱɯʀɵɻɺɭʀɱɸʅ ɯɭɸɸ Ǚɴɾɵɿʀ ɻɺ ʀhe Board.  
He is the One who calls us not to worry or fret, but to seek Him for our 
every need.  He delights in being our provider and invites us to come 
along in the adventure and trust Him, every step of the way. 

Please remember us this year as you make your year-end donations.  Now 
that we have Jake Kimball as our 4th full-time staff, we are trusting for 
God to provide daily, just as He has for 19 years. We desperately need 
God to be involved in all the details of this ministry.  We know HE longs 
to take care of us and for us to trust Him as our loving Father.  Some 
days it is more of a struggle to trust than other days; so, would you also 
please continue to pray for us as the New Year begins.  Thank you again 
for the way you walk beside us in this ministry. 

Matt Berquist, CH Treasurer 
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       Annual Dinner 

     2010 CH Retreat s Update  
              More info to follow after the New Year. 

 

                                                                                                       Marriage Retreat ð Vilano Beach ,  June 4th-6th  

               Womenõs Retreat ð Various Beach Houses,  April  9th-11th  (tentative) 

                        Menõs Retreat ð No Clue About Any Details ð Stay Tuned J 

 

 

 

 


